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Editorial. 
THE two most potent means for promoting -the professiona . preparation of teachers have been shown to be, first, well 
organized, well equipped, and well conducted normal schools, and 
second, the general diffusion and careful study of a sound and 
practical educational literature. Normal schools are not yet 
sufficiently numerous to be accessible to the mass of teachers. 
Only a small minority can indeed avail themselves of the ad-
vantages of a well considered and thoroughly mastered oourse 'of 
professional training. Time and the growth of a wiser, mo're 
liberal public sentiment will eventually supply this deficiency of 
means in our country, as it has been supplied by some of the 
more far-sighted European governments, under whose adminis-
tration the number of accomplished teachers is nearly or quite 
equal to the number of schools to be taught. But, on the other 
hand, valuable works on education, embodying the best experience 
of the past, and well-conducted journals devoted to the same subject, 
are accessible to every teacher and school ojJicerwho cherishes a de-
sire to master the difficulties and duties of his important zlocation, 
and.we make bold to affirm that he or she who fails faithfully and 
assiduously to make use of these aids to 'professional improve-
ment is withqut excuse for professional incompetency. The 
teacher who pleads inability to pay for such nourishment as will 
. increase his professio.nal qualifications, may, with about equal 
reason, assert that he cannot afford to pay· for his bodily support. 
No proposition has been more clearly demonstrated than this, 
that the compensation of teachers advances in the direct ·ratio of 
the increase of their power and skill in the school-room. . 
As a general ~le the ablest and best teachers are always in de-
mand. They are rarely out of employment. Their positions 
are the most stable. They are appreciated and respected by the 
communities which they serve. They are not obliged to enlist 
in the noble army of educational framps, nor to pay obsequious 
court ·to self-complaisant school boards advertising for the lowest 
bidders / There is ' no teacher fit to take charge even of the . 
smallest rural district school who cannot afford to expend at 
least 'ten dollars a year to increase his professional capital. No 
district can afford to employ one who cannot fulfill sucha condi-
tion. . The children in our schools have inalienable rights which 
both teachers and those who employ them are bound to respect. 
No teacher has either a moral or legal right to plead poverty as 
an excuse for starving the souls and malforming the characters of. 
his pupils. But these deplorable results are the inevitable conse-
quences of ignorance and professional incompetency in teachers. 
It is high time this truth was recognized and acted upon by all 
the parties concerned in school management,-people, school 
officers, and teachers. It is worse than useless for us to sow tares 
and then expect to reap golden grain in the great field of moral 
and intellectual culture. What folly to forget that as we sow, so 
shall we reap here as elsewhere and everywhere. 
The best evidence of a teacher's worthiness and of his prom-
ise of future usefulness, is the manifestation of a desire and a will-
ingness on his part to learn. The best evidence of such a desire 
will be afforded, not by 'pretenses, but by visible and perseven"ng 
efforts in the right direction. Such efforts do . not consist in a ,. 
plea of inability to pay for a good book stored with professional 
experience, or for at least one vigorous educational journal, con-
stantly dealing with the topics in which the teacher is the most 
vitally interested. The teacher who takes a school merely to 
earn a livelihood, without recognizing the right of the children 
to the ~st intellectual and moral nutriment, and of the parents 
to the best, most skillful, ana faithful service, is an incarnation 
of selfishness too monstrous to be a safe guide for his trustful 
pupils. If "a living" be his chief aim, there are other callings 
for which he is better fitted, and in which he call; do far less 
damage. Let him, therefore, speedily 'seek some other occupa-
tion, better suited to his aspirations and aims. Let the people 
see that he is not employed to sow the seeds of future misfortune 
in the minds and hearts of their children. 
We hold this truth to be self-evident, therefore, that it is the 
first duty of teachers, school officers, and all others immediately , 
entrusted with the task of tniining up children in the way they 
should go, thoroughly to fit and furnish themselves for their all-
important work. It is a monstrous absurdity for such persons to 
say they cannot afford to prepare and constantly improve them-
selves for duties for which they claim and receive compensation. 
This truth should be regarded as a cardinal principle in . school . 
administration. Public sentiment should demand its recognition. 
School boards and o.thers contracting with teachers should specify 
a certain definite amount of professional ~eading and study as a 
condition in the agreement. Superintendents and examining 
boards should make the professional examination even more 
thorough and rigorous than the inquiry into the mere literary 
and scientific qualifications. Such measures faithfully and in-
telligently executed 'Would do more fo advance the interests of 
general education throughout the country than any other means 
not involving heavy expenditures of money and labor. We trust 
that our co~temporaries will lay hold of this subject and faith-
fully urge it upon the public attention. 
In this connection, we are glad to chronicle a most important 
movement to promote professional reading and study :among 
teachers in" one or two counties in Wisconsin, notably in Wau-. 
~I2 The Educational Weekly. [Number 39 
paca, under the energetic leadership of Supt. C. M. Bright. 
This gentleman, having worked up the subject of a county circu-
lating library for 'teachers at the institute recently held, sent out 
a circular proposing a plan for organizing one or more associa-
tions for the purpose at the most favorable points within the 
. c'ounty. We extract frotn the Waupaca Republican, of Septem-
ber 27, the following outline of Supt. Bright's plan, as given in 
his circular previously issued: 
"If fifty teacher's will unite in forming a Library Association, 
each contributing to a general fund for the purchase of books, 
the thing is done. Fifty teachers-(say) three dollars each-one 
hundred and fifty dollars. Books purchased for such a purpose, 
. and in such a quantity, can be obtained at a large discount. 
Probably one hundred volumes, everyone of which would be 
read with interest and profit, could be purchased for that amount. 
There would be need of a librarian, and some central point to 
which the members could send without difficulty for an exchange 
of books. You see how it would be; your investment of three 
dollars would give you access to a splendid library of a hundred 
volumes. This would be increased every year by the purchase 
of new books, the purchase to be provided for by yearly dues. 
It would probably be better to establish two libraries, one in 
Waupaca, and one in New London. There is no teacher in the 
county who could not send to one of these points without 
trouble; so the matter of exchange of books need not be a 
serious one. 
"In order that we may have some definite action in this Dat-
ter, this circular is now sent out. All teachers who receive it are 
requested to give the subject earnest deliberation, and, as soon 
as convenient; write to me, giving their opinions on it, and saying 
~het~er they will respond to calls for meetings to be held at some 
tIme In the near future, one in New London, and one in Wau-
p~ca. These calls will be issued as soon as replies from a suffi-
CIent number of teachers to warrant them are received. Please 
state in. your let~er~ at which meeting you would prefer to attend, 
.and whIch asSOCIatIOn you would prefer to unite with." 
We learn from the Republican that the teachers of the county 
are nearly unanimous in their approval of the project. The 
number of names required for the association at Waupaca has 
already been secured, and no difficulty is apprehended in regard 
to the requisite number for that at New London. The meetings 
for organization will be held during the month of October, and 
before the first of ]anuar/ , 1878, the two libraries will be in suc-
cessful operation. The Republican publishes hearty endorse-
ments-of the project by a large number of leading educators, in-
cluding State Superintendent Searing, the President and profes-
sors of the State University, the presidents and several of the in-
structors of the state normal schools, Presiden ts . Chapin 'and 
Merrell, Supt. Pickard, and others. We have been informed that 
a similar movement has been inaugurated in Richland county, 
but the details have not been received. 
It is manifest that liere is a perfectly feasible plan, capable of 
almost universal adoptiop, and where not even the most plausible 
plea of poverty can be made to stand. A library of 'one hun-
dred volumes for teach~rs to draw from at the outset, and at a 
, cost of only three dollars a year each, can surely leave no decent 
pretext for ignorance either of professional or general subjects. 
We trust that great care will be exercised in the selection of 
books, and that the choicest works on education and school 
economy will occupy a prominent place in the collections. If 
the periodical literature of education, as represented by the 
WEEKLY and other first class journals, shall receive t~e systematic 
attention of these associations, the plan of operations will be 
complete. By resolving each asSociation into"a club, each mem-
ber ea.U obtain· a copy of the WEEKLY, or our new m(mthly, THE 
PRACTICAL TEACHER, or both, at a merely nominal cost. We 
commend this suggestion to all who are directly interested in this 
grand movement, destined, as we believe, to playa most impor-
tant part in the future of American education. 
A GERMAN PROFESSOR ON GERMAN UNIVERSITIES. 
GERMAN teachers sometimes tell tales out of school. The last number of the Revue des Deu.x Mondes gives the story 
of one of the private lecturers of the Berlin University, whose 
license to teach has lately been revoked by the Minister of Public 
Instruction, on the request of the Faculty of Philosophy, creat-
ing a great commotion in the German capital. Thi.s teacher, 
Prof. Duehring, is a ·blind man, and an author of several works 
which have attracted public attention. The French writer gives 
the following account of his offense, which will be of interest as 
giving an unusual view of the famous German universities: 
"M. Duehring would still to-day be a privat docmt if he had 
not set himself to write a pamphlet in which, under pretext of 
reforming the education of women, he gave way to some virulen t 
attacks upon university education. This unlucky pamphlet let 
loose the storm; it was big with a catastrophe. A privat do~ent 
who decries the institution in which he teaches, and who raIses 
the hue and cry for its destruction! This procedure appeared 
indecent. It was judged to be one of those improprieties pro-
vided for by article 52 of the statutes. In h~s libel, ~. D~eh- -
ring p;u;sed in review all the subjects taught 111 the Ul1lVersI~y, 
and declared that they were, for the most part, meats at once In-
nutritious and indigestible. According to him the sole use ~f 
the Faculty of Philosophy, in which is comprehended the SCI-
ences' and literature, is to manufacture, at the market rate, teach-
ers for the gymnasia. Let the gymnasia ~e abo~ished an,d the 
faculties of philosophy may be suppressed WIthout mconveTIJen~e. 
And if one should abolish the gymnasia where would be the ~VlI? 
What is taught in these famous g}'mn~ia? Some mere tnfles . 
The logic taught was invented bX Aristotle; enough to s~y of 
that. And the Latin, what use does it serve? The Greek htera-
ture has some merit but it has been too much vaunted. What 
the Greeks have do~e best is their statues, which happily cannot 
speak Greek. Philology entire is only the anatomy of dead 
forms. As to modern languages, it is well to learn to speak them, 
but we must take care not to make a literary study of them. 
Who will deliver us from this wit puppet-Von der Schongeis-
ten puppe? History, as it is taught, is only a long recita! of 
squabbles, and a collection of lies invented for the glorificatIOn 
or princes. The mathematics themselves would gain much by 
ridding them of all the useless rubbish with which they are en-
cumbered. If one could bring them back to that for which they 
are truly useful, he would reduce them to a small compass. Chem-
istry and the natural sciences also need to be vigorously pruned." 
To these the French critic justly responds: 
"0 Doctor, wIse as you may be in the history of the discov.-
eries of others, are you not yet a barbarian? What is a barbar-
ian? A man who despises whatever does not serve some use, and 
who is incapable of perceiving the utility of the useless. It is 
impossible to make certain people understand the utility of ma-
nure. By itself it produces nothing, serves for nothing except 
to revive and nourish the soil. 0 Doctor, as unsociable as so-
cialistic; in the society of your dreams, the harvests will be 
meager for want of the fertilizers!" 
M. Duehring does not stop with this criticism of studies. Ac-
c'ording to the account from which we quote, he represents the 
universities as "homes of pedantry and obscurantism; as shops 
where are sold worn-out or damaged goods--some articles of Ie-
fuse ' or of Chinese absurdities; as veritable Pontine Marshes, 
whose pestilential influences corrupt the air for ten leagues around; 
and finally.as caverns where are committed abominable misdeeds." 
To this contemptuous estimate of German universities he adds 
an eq~ally severeac:co~nt of German professors, whom he-calls true 
• 
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Chines~ mandarins, whose knowledge resides in the yellow manu-
:scripts which they scribbled twenty years ago, and which each 
year they read again with a voice more nasal and trembling. 
The extravagance of M. Duehring's charge, will sufficiently 
antidote their malice. The German ' universities, as adds our 
French authority, "have rendered, and are still rendering to 
science some precious and brilliant services which it would be as 
dangerous as unjust to misconceive," but it may save some o~ our 
contemporaries from a too slavish worship of German education, 
to read what one of their own professors says, and what he has 
been applauded by thousands of German students for saying. -
" 
. . G. 
, Contributions. 
SONG OF PHE SPIRITS OVER THE WATERS. 
Translated from Goethe by Prof. J., C. PICKARD. 
TH E human spirit Is like water; 
From heaven coming,-
To heaven rising,-
Then earthward driven, 
Descending downward, 
Ever changing. 
If from the high rock 
Steep and headlong 
The pure beam pours, 
The spray falls sweetly 
In cloudy billows 
To the smooth rock; 
• Received there 'lightly, 
Goes on veil-weaving, 
Soft murmuring, 
To depths far downward. 
Crags. may jut forth 
Against its downfall; 
Foams it then sadly, 
Step by step down 
Abyss-ward. 
Along its smooth bed 
Softly it glides through the vale, 
And in the glassy lake 
Feast their sweet laces 
A 11 constellations. 
Wind woo. the water, 
Tenderly, fondly, 
Stirs up the billows 
In foam from the depths. 
Soul that is human, 
How like to the water! 
Destiny human 
How like to the wind! 
ASTRONOMICAL GEOGRAPHY.-V. 
Prof, EASTERDAY, Carthage College, Ill. 
IN order to und~rstand the bearing of the previous disscussion upon the trade-winds and the ocean curren ts, we may consider certain phenomena as they 
would manifest themselves should the earth not possess its rotary motion. It 
will readily be admitted that the great sea of atmosph.ere by which our earth 
is enveloped is very largely under the influence of the heat of the sun. The 
rays of the sun always falling perpendicularly upon the earth in the region of 
the equator, the atmosphere in that region receives very much more heat than 
does that in high latitudes. Now, it is well known that the portion which is 
under the influence of the greater amount of heat will promptly exhibit the 
fa~t by its ex~~nsioI1 and consequent diminution of specific gravity. Then 
thiS rarer por~lOn of the atmosphere at thO! equator, not being able to with-
stand the :Jressure exerted upon it from the north and the south and beneath 
will ascend, that portion, above the general atmospheric surface rollin~ off 
toward the north and the south. Supposing, then, that the earth does not 
~evolve upon its .axis, and that the whole surface, inclucting la\ld and water, 
IS equally susceptrble of the heat of the sun, it is readily seen that we would 
have a continuous boiling up and over of the earth's atmospheric ocean. There 
would be a constant flow of atmosphere directly toward the north and toward 
the south· III the upper regions of . this boundless ocean, and a corresponding 
flow toward the equator directly from the north and the south in the lower 
regions and at the surface of earth. It is now left for us only again to sup-
pose the earth to revolve, and to call to mind the influence exerted by its ro-
tary motion upon the ball started directly toward and directly from the equator. 
The atmosphere at the surface of the earth must bear westward as it approach-
es the equator, whilst that far above must bear eastward as it recedes from 
the equator. The tendency of the atmosphere to bear toward the west as it 
appproaches the equator is somewhat resisted by the friction resulting from 
its contact with the earth, and on its arrival at the equator thIs tendency is 
promptly overcome by the same cause. 
The fundamental cause of the trade-winds has here been pres"nted, but 
it may be added that these regular atmospheric movements are very consid-
erably 'modified in direction and in intensity, especially by the presence of-
elevated portions of the earth, and by the fact that not all points of the same 
latitude upon the earth's surface are equally susceptible of the influence of the 
sun. A discussion of these modifications belongs to the domain of Physical 
Geography. 
The fundamental philosophy of the ocea,.n currents must be precisely the 
same as that of the trade-winds, the motions of the water at the surface cor-
responding to those of the air in the upper regions, ' this fluid e\'er tending to 
recede from the equator both northward and southward, and bearing toward 
the east. These currents are very greatly modified in dlTection by the presence 
of the solid portions of our earth, and somewhat even by the trade-winds 
themselves. A discussion of these modifications is also left for the Physical 
Geographer. 
Again recurring to the ball rolling upon the ice, another point of int.erest 
may be noticed. Let a small groove in which the ball may roll be supposed 
to be cut in the ice. Suppose this groove to coincide throughout with a me-
ridian and to extend from pole to pole. From previous discussions we readily 
conclude that from whatsoever point in the groove the ball may lie started,. as 
it approaches the equator it will constantly bear upon the western side of the 
groove. Also, as it recedes from the equator it will bear upon the eastern 
side. In case of a north and south railroad, the rails being level, the greater 
weight will be upon the western rail as the train approaches'.the equator, and 
upon the eastern rail as it recedes from the equator. Still further, every such 
train moving toward the equator diminishes the velocity of the earth's rotation, , 
and moving from the equator it increases that velocity. Imperceptible this 
may be, but it is none the less true. Then, the earth otherwise retaining its 
present form, if a quantity of maller sllould be conveyed along this railroad 
from a high latitude and deposited at the equator, the earth's rotation would 
be permanently retarded. If the matter should be conveyed from the equator 
northward or southward, the rotation would be permanently accelerated. 
A river flowing toward the equator constantly bears upon tbe western bank, 
tending to wear it off and to make deposits upon the eastern side. If we do 
not in such cases find perceptibly more valley land upon the east side, and 
more projecting cliffs upon the west, it is simply because this force is compara-
tively small, and certainly it is not because such force does not exist. In case-
of a river running from the equator, the tendency is to build up the valley 
land upon the west side . 
Another fact of interest, too, is that the surface of the water of the Missis-
sippi River is considerably nearer the center of the earth at the source than it 
is at the mouth. If, then, the earth, retaining its present form, should cease 
to revolve upon its axis, we would find this great stream suddenly to change 
its course and to flow northward, and with very respectable velocity. In this 
case it would flow northward because the northern extremity of the chan-
nel is nearer' the center of the earth than is the southern extremity.' The 
water now flows southward because the northern extremity of the channel is 
hIgher relative to the general surface of our spheroidal earth than is the 
so~thern extremity. If the common statement, that any two points are upon 
the same level provided only that they are equally distant from the center of 
the earth, should be adopted as correct, we could not avoid the conclusion 
that the Mississippi flows up hill. Instead of this, it is legitimate to consider 
the surface of the ocean at tile pole and that at the equator to be upon, the 
same lever, although the one point is about I 3 miles' nearer the center of the 
earth than 'is the other. • 
It wiI1 now be admitted tllat, if a basin be made ,in the earth at a locality 
where the surface IS' precisely coincide~t with the general surface of the sphe-
roidal earth, and this basin be filled to the brim with water, there 'Yill be no 
The Educational Weekly. [Number 39 
more tendency on the part of the water to flow out toward the equator than 
toward the pole; but, should the earth cease to revolve, a portion of the 
water would flow out to'tVard the pole. If the earth should revolve unusually 
rapidly, it would flow out toward the equator. So, if an east and west canal 
be constructed where the surface of the earth coincides with the general s"r· 
face, the water standing in it will not tend to flow out over either bank more 
than over the other. If, however, the water should flow either eastward or 
westward along this channel which, being east and west, coincides with a par-
allel of latitude, it will press upon the the bank toward the equator, forming 
the valley land always upon the polar side. This would not be accounted for 
by the rotation of the earth, but by the fact that the water in motion would 
tend to move in a straight line, whilst the channel, COinciding with a parallel 
of latitude, would constantly curve toward the nearest pole. It is easily seen 
that the earth being at rest, if the ball upon the icy surface be started from a 
point upon any latitude in a direction perpendicular to the meridian on which 
it started, it would follow the arc of a great circle, constantly changing its 
latitude, and crossing the equator at a point whose longitude differs from the 
longitude of the starting point by 90 degrees. That a channel coinciding 
with a parallel of latitude would, to one following it, seem to curve toward 
the nearest pole is easily appreciated when the channel is conceived of as hav-
ing a latitude of nearly 90 degrees. ' 
MILITARY DISCIPLINE IN FRENCH INSTITUTIONS OF 
LEARNING. 
ALFRED HENNEQUIN, M. A., Principal of the "Michigan Military Academy." 
THERE are several very important features of French school and college life which are very little known in this country, and which certainly 
deserve the consideration of educators, especially at a time when educational 
reforms seem to claim so much of the public attention. 
Before pointing out, however, any of the advantages that might be derived 
from the careful study of the different classes of French institutions of learn-
ing, I deem it advisable to give a few general outlines of "Education in 
France." ~ do not propose to enter into very elaborate details, when speaking ' 
of the different systnm.. but intend to lay great stress on what I consider a 
very important feature of school and college life,-that is to say, military 
drill and discipline. 
The French instItutions of learning may be divided into four classes,' 
I. Private boarding schools. 
'2. Colleges and Lydes. 
3. Jesuits' Academies. 
4· Universities and special schoob for higher education. 
Private boarding schools are not very numer'lUS in France. They are mostly 
Anglo-French academies, situated at Paris, or more usually by the sea-shore. 
Though many of these schools are very prosperous, they do not cover suffi-
cient e?ucational ground to de,serve much of our attention. The studies pur-
sued in these institutions aim mostly at what is called a general education, 
giving, however, to the modem languages a very prominent place. The age 
Of the schol~ varies from ten to fifte,en. They seldom remain in these schools 
more than three years j and therefore the amount of knowledge acquired in 
this short period of time is scarcely en.;ugh for one entering upon the duties 
of practical life, of course such scholars are fit only for elementary business or 
practical farming; yet it may safely be said i~ most instances that their at, 
tainments prove to be .ufficien~ for the humble positions to which this class 
of scholars aspIre. 
If the studies pursued in French boarding schools are not very extensive, 
there is, nevertheless, one feature of the life of the scholars well worth men-
tioning. I refer to physical training. Every boy is subjected to ,a thorough 
military discipline and drill. Not only do the scholars wear military uniforms, 
but the very life of a soldier 'becomes theirs. They get up at 5.30 A. M , and 
retire at 9, ·P. M. 'Throughout the day they are called together several times 
for inspection or drill. Each boy knows his place, and is well aware that iii. 
order to pass from one room to another, or to the play-ground, he must await 
orders, and move only at the command. I will not point out now the ad-
vantage this military routine has over our loose American system, as I shall 
soon have to speak of the same thing in connectIOn with the colleges and 
lyc~es • 
..Colleges and lyc~es are also boarding schools. These institutions, how-
ever, are not private; they belong either to the city where they are established 
or-to the government. They form a branch of the "University of France." 
We have no schools absolutely of the same character in this COUlltry. Our 
high-schools and universities combined might, in some respect~, be compared 
to the French colleges or lycees. The studies pursued in these schools are 
those of our grammar schools, high schqols, and colleges. The boys enter at 
the age of 12 or 13, and remain there until they are 18, 19, or 20, or even 21 
years of age. There are but two courses, the classical and the scientific 
course. No degree is conferred upon scholars leaving these institutions; 
but they are prepared to pass the final examinations for the degrees of 
"Bacheliers-es-lettres," or "Bacheliers-es-sciences." Though having had 
every possible advantage for a thorough educational training, seldom more 
than 40 or 50 per cent of the candidates for the above degrees obtain them 
the first time they go up for an examination. It may be well to state here, 
that the examination covers all the ground gone over from what we might 
consider our first year in the high school up to the senior year of the university 
inclusive. The examinations last three days, six hours each day, and the faculty 
which conducts these examinations is composed of professors whom the schol-
ars have never seen. I cannot just here refram from speaking of the difference 
of the value of a diploma obtained in France and the same obtained in this . 
country. In France the degree of B. A. or B. S, is certainly a testimonial of 
certain literary or scientific attainments. The scholars have not, as in our 
institutions of learning, taken up one study after another, passed an examina-
tion in the same, or failed, made up and then passed on to something else; but 
they have studied and constantly reviewed all the requirements for the above 
degrees, which, as mentioned before, they are not even then sure of obtaining. 
I do not mean to imply that all of our high school or university graduates are 
void of knowledge when they receive their parchments ; but does not every one 
know, that in too many instances, some degrees are obtained in this country 
by breathing university air a certain number of years ? 
Again, in these institutions of learning, military discipline receives special 
attention. The scholars are drilled by military officers from two to three hours 
a day, and have to perform certain gymnastical exercises several hmes a week, 
under the supervision of an under officer, detached from the army for that 
purpose. They also take d~ily lessons in -fencing, the "cane" (~ kind of ex-
ercise with a stick), and frequently horse-back riding, boating, etc., etc. 
I do not believe that it is very necessary for me to point out the advatangea 
derived from this kind of physical training. Allow me but one question, 
however. At what age do boys most need out· door recreation? The answer 
is, "at an age when no time is given them, in this country, for that important 
branch of education." Take a boy 15 years qf age in our high schools, or 
beUer, a student 16 or 17 years of age in the freshman class of our universities. 
They must pursue three studies. Each study requires at least two hours 
preparation a day, hence nine hours given to brain work. Let Us suppose 
that the boys rise at six and retire at nine; surely that is a long enough day j 
(fourteen hours). Of these fourteen hours nine to ten are given to studies, and 
two to meals; making eleven or twelve hours out of the fourteen, during 
which no kind of exercise i~ taken. Now what do stndents usually do in the 
two hours they may have on hand; usually they will stay in their rooms, or 
at the best, go down town once a day, to get the mail. 
According to the French system, mere boys are not in some respects quite 
sent away from home, that is to say, away from all control and supervison. 
American boys and girls, it is true, are taught, when mere children, to take care 
of themselves; yet we do hear, and pretty often too, of boys getting into bad 
habits, owing to the very fact that they are thrown into contact with men and 
students at an age when their minds and bodies need regular training, at 
home if possible; but better in some institution where the same can be had. 
In Michigan, for instance, some of the high schools boast of having from 50 
to 150 non· resident pupils, some of which are not more than fourteen years of 
age. I grallt that some of these boys do turn out good students in the long 
run; but I believe it is frequently very advisable for parties concerned, not to 
watch their actions too .closely, or else such schools might not boast a long 
time of their numerous non-resident pupils, had they to enforce the by-laws 
and regulations laid down by the school boards. 
Now can this evil be avoided? In many respects, I do not hesitate to say 
that it can. Ought we not to have good schools where the boys would receive 
the same as in.the high schools, combined with the advantages I have pointed 
out when speaking, of French lyc~es and colleges? Military discipline and drill 
are not only good things for physical training; but almost indispensable to 
accustom boys to have regular and fixed habits. Would not schools combin-
ing both discipline and brain work be better schools than those we have at 
present? Muscular development, mental precision, habits of promptness, and 
manly bearing are the result of milit.ary discipline combined with brain work. 
Of the Jesuit Academies I will say but little. They do not control educa-
• 
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tion in France, as is the belief of many. They certainly, in many respects, 
give the boys a good education; but at the cost of such attainments-I was 
about to say virtues-without which one cannot be a man-had I written 
what came to my pen's end, I should have said, without which one cannot 
be a straightforward and reliable man. These academies are also boarding 
schools. Here, however, all kinds of military training and discipline are put 
aside, and said to be immoral. 
Finally, of French universities much ought to said. I find, however, that 
this paper is already much too long. We have in France no universities, in 
the sense we attach to these institutions of learning in thi; country. A student 
Whll has completed a college or Iycee course, is in fact, a university graduate, 
in the American sense of the word. 
There is, in reality, but one university in France. This one university be-
longs to the nation, and all the government schools sooken of are branches of 
the same. Every student receiving a diploma is a gradua:e of the University 
of France. University studies, properly called, are post-gradu.ate studies. 
If, for instance, you.wish to study medicine, you must go to Paris, Montpelier, 
or one or two other large cities in the land. The same may be said of 
law, theology, civil engineering, etc. Aside from the University of France, 
that is to say, the colleges, Iycees, and schools mentioned above, we have in 
France speCial govt'rnment schools for post-graduate ~tudies. In the3e 
schools, military training and discipline are the same as in the schools of a 
lower order. They are still boardmg.schools, only the young men have more 
liberty than when at college, but not very much more. For the army we 
have "St. Syr" and "i'ecole Polytechnic". For the navy we have "I'ecole de 
Brest," and "i'ecole de Toulon." For teaching we .have "i'ecole Normale 
superieure." For engineering "i'ecole de ponts et chaussies." For mechanical 
engineering, "i'ecole des arts et metiers." For scientific studies, "i'ecole 
centrale." For classical studies, "La Sorbonne," and many other" University 
Boarding Military Schools." 
, In conclusion, I shall merely add that these outlines of French institutions 
of learning were not intended to throw disrepute upon our American systems of 
education. I only wished to call the attention of educators to what every 
body must recognize an as important phase of education: military training 
and discipline. 
The East. 
Conducted by Prof. EDWARD JOHNSON, 34 Ol'ford St., Lynn, Mass. 
BOSTON LETTER.-No III. 
THERE really is no such business firm in Boston as Stockin & Hazen. My connective was AND, plainly written; not the old-fashioned school· boy's 
ZAND; the older-fashioned school-marm's AMPERSAND. These gentlemen 
represent rival interests. I cited them not so much, perhaps, because I con-
sider them" primi inter pares," as because they represent the two greatest 
book houses in the nation; and, it is rumored, get marvelous pay for their 
services. It is true, they have been very intimate of late, much to the confu. 
sion of some other gentlemen in the same line of business, and that their affin-
ities have any other than a purely mercantile basis, no one here is at all inclined 
to suspect. If your compositor is very partial to the commercial copulative &, 
he can make such combinations as Stockin & Sweat, Hazen & Henshaw; for 
tru<; it is, that both Harper and Appleton drive here a brilliant double team 
around the Hub. A more cosy nook than Harper's Agency at Lee & Shep-
hard's one would have to travel many a league to find, and two such genial capti-
vating, book-rushing fellow>, the shrewd Gothamites could not again pick out 
of a million. Of course I do not include in the million those who are already 
picked out as book· agents ; but everybody else. The Appletons have a fine 
store, all their own, and many hands employed, to work up their large list. 
Our friend Hazen is always at his desk, and with the map of New England be-
fore him, seems like the great French minister, "to organize victory," without 
actually taking the field. But th~ veteran Henshaw is a field-marshal, whose 
vig<;>r and cap~city for work seem not the least impaired. New York and 
Philadelphia book-houses must employ first-class agents; else such enterprising 
firms as Thompson & Brown, R. S. Davis & Co., Ginn & Heath, and Wm. 
Wa~e & Co. would speedily make their fortunes, not only out of the intrlnsic 
worth ?f t~~ir bo?ks, but out of the potent "argume1ztum ad Bostonie1z;em 
sttperbz~m, that IS, that Boston should patronize Boston. 
~e mterests of Scribner are efficiently guarded here by Col. Gilman H. 
Tuc er; those of Potter, Alinsworth & Co., by A. S. Manson. J. H. Bowen 
is the invaluable agent of Cowperthwait; H. M. Cable has fiber enough in his 
tissue to gibbet anyone who may aver that any HOUSE is superior to Barnes'; 
G. B. Damon finds his deserving Pythias in the firm Of Ivison, Blakeman & 
Taylor. W. H. Faunce neither FAWNS nor flatters, but rests Sheldon's books ' 
on their substantial merits: and that such books as Olney's mathmatical works, 
Haven's Mental Philosophy, Shaw's English Literature, and Lossing's Histo-
ries have as solid merits as type-metal and ink often put on paper, is beyond 
question . Clark & Maynard's agent i; Thomas T. Baiil;y, a man somewhat 
remarkable for his reasonableness, inasmuch as he is so free from the beset-
ting fallacy of his vocation, and never claims that a book can be any better 
from the simple facts that Clark & Maynard publish it, and T. T. Bailey is 
agent for it. The strong Cincinnati house of Van Amtwerp & Bragg have had 
the audacity to establish an agency here, and M. W. Tewksbury has actually 
put WESTERN books into schools in some of these old Puritanical towns. Is n't 
that" carrying coals to Newcastle ?" . But it is good, I rejoice in it. 
Let the .West teach us all she call; and she can teach us much. Michigan 
University is as great to·day as Harvard. Boston University is rising to an . 
inevitable supremacy among American institntions, because it has the best 10-
cation in the land, eastern culture and opportunities combined with the energy, 
the liberality, and the progressiveness of the West. How I rejoice in every 
victory that honest merit gains over prestige, caste, and clique. A man has 
lately come to teach in the Boston Lati~ School, baving won his place by a 
brilliant examination, whose home for many years has been an obscure one in 
the unclassical state of Delaware, and whose Alma Mater is the little Wesley. 
an University in Middletown, Connecticut, of which the savants Of tpis land 
know but very little. 
One of Boston's great men expressed to me his astonishment and delight 
at this victory of pure, unaided scholarship. By the way, our magnificent Lat· 
in School is creating much uneasiness among those who claim equal privileges 
for girls and boys. And surely if it is right to furnish extraordinary means of 
culture at the public expense, which many of our wisest thinkers and legisla. 
tors are beginning to doubt, one sex may claim as much consideration as the oth-
er. The girls of Boston are ambitious, and' exacting of their rights, and public 
sentiment here is advanced enough to strongly sympathize with tbem·. But I 
have not much space left in this letter for notices of books. 
Allow me a word in behalf of Gill's charming Life of Edgar A. Poe. It is 
a most welcome volume to the countless admirers of Poe's transcendent genius, 
who, at the Same time, have lamented the dissoluteness of his life. Mr. Gill 
does not, of course, transform his subject into a broad·brim Quaker or a Hard. 
shell-deacon, but he rescues him from the utter disgrace to which we have 
hitherto committed him, and gives us a 'chance to apoloJl:ize for, and pity and 
somwehat love, instead of always loathing. 
J. R. Osgood & Co. are continually publishing works of great value; Under_ 
brush is such a book, and so is Household Education, by Harriet Martineau. 
The Burning of the Convent has historical value ill addition to its literary and 
moral excellence. It corrects many popular errors respecting that unfortunate . 
occurrence. It puts the blame upon our own people, where, in the light of histo· 
ry, it must forever rest. Let us he great enough in this succeeding generation, to 
give our verdict according to this candid and competent witness. Elizur 
Wright's little work on Life Insurance is a timely and logical discussion of a 
subject which a large part of our prosperous men are beginning somewha~ ex· 
citedly to study. The wonder is, that such men as Mr. Wright did not see this 
before. Did the" Orphan" deceive the companies themselves? 
SCIENTIFIc.-The Woodruff Expedition around the World will ~ail the 
25th inst. Up to September 25th, Sixty-four names had been booked for the ' 
expedition. In true American style, the most of them put it off till the last . 
minute. Twenty-five joined during forty-eight hours the last week in Sep. 
tember. Government sends three scientists on special duties, one from the 
Smithsonian Institution, one from the Agricultural Department, and one other 
who is not known as yet. Everything seems to have been done to make the 
expedition saf~, healthful, instructive, and delIghtful. Contrary to expecta-, 
tions, western s~udents and travelers seem to exceed the eastern in numbers. 
Major A. G. Constable, of Harper Brothers, (son of Sir Walter Scott's old 
publisher,) very cordially endorses the management. Prof. W. L. B. Jenny, 
of Chicago, has charge of the Chicago agency. From him we learn that m 
addition to the names of the faculty already announce~, arrangements have 
been made for a professor of botany, a professor of zoology, a professor. of 
modern languages, a professor of mathematics, a teachllr of drawing, and a 
competent corps of assistant professors. Efforts are being made procure ~he 
valuable assistance of one of the ablest explorers in the country, Prof J. B. 
Steere, of Michigan University, and it is hoped that they wi~ be successful,' 
.- - , 
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OBITUARY. 
PROF . .osmore Ry~n Smith was born in Covington,.in the state of Georgi~ December 6, 1840. His father, a Mr. John Snuth, was a lawyer . . HIs 
mother was Julia Ryan Smith, daughter of Jeremiah Ryan, of Putney, Vermont. 
His father died when Osmore was five years old, thus depriving him of paren-
tal instruction and guidance through the critical period of boyhood. On the 
death of his father, young Smith was sent to Putney to the care of his grandfath-
er, by whom he was brought up, and whom he in tum cared for in his old age. 
His education was obtained . in the district school, at "Powers Institute" in 
Bernardston, Vermont, and ~t "Kimball Union Academy," at Meriden, New 
Hampshire. On the 21st of November 1861, he was married to Miss Jennie 
L. Richardson, daughter of George B. Richardson, of Montague, Massachu-
setts. His acquaintance with Miss Richardson began at "Powers Institute," 
where they both attended schoo!. She still survives him, havmg the care of 
three interesting children, the oldest of which is a son about fifteen y~ars of 
age. 
At the breaking out of the war, Mr. Smith was teaching the grammar school 
in Greenfield, Massachusetts. I am told that in November, 1862, he raised 
the fifty-second Massachusetts regiment of volunters, and enlisted in it as a 
private soldier, and served one year, when he was discharged on account of 
ill health, being reduced in weight to one hundred and thirty pounds. 
On his return from the army, he was employed to teach a select school at 
Putney, Vermont, till the spring of 1864, when he came to Wisconsin to seek 
his fortune, and stopped at the house of Major A. J. Cheney, at Delavan. 
Through the assistance of Major Cheney, who was then County Superin-
- tendent of Walworth County, he was engaged to take charge of the graded 
school at 'Geneva, at forty dollars a month, and continued in charge of . that 
school until the close of the summer term in 1866. During the year 1864, 
Major Cheney resigned the office'of County Superintendent to enter the army, 
whereupon Col. McMynn, State Superintendent, appointed Prof. Smith ,to fill 
the vacancy. 
In the Summer of 1866, Prof. Smith was elected City Superintendent of the 
schools in Janesville, an office which he filled with ability till October, 1869, 
when he resigned and took a text-book agency for A. S. Barnes & Co., and 
remained in their service several months; he then occupied a position on 
the MilwauKee Smtimi till the meeting of the legislature in 1871, when he 
was elected Chief Clerk of the Wisconsm Senate, a position which he filled 
one year, residing meanwhile in Janesville, where he was an active member 
of the Young Men's Association, of which he hacl •• been.President,.!and 
was also a member of the Board of Education. 
In January, 1873, Mr. Smith was elected to the principalship of the graded 
schools df Sparta, Wisconsin,~a position which he filled at the time of his 
death, which occurred on the 26th of August, 1877, m consequence of a wound 
occasioned by the accidental:discharge of his gun while engaged in hunting. 
_ Immediately, or almost iUlmediately upon his arrival in Wisconsin, Mr. 
Smith took a prominent position as an educational man, exerting a powerful 
and enc;rgetic influence in the "State Association," of which he was an active 
and leading member, and of which he was President in the year 1868. Mr. 
Smith had a keen and powerful intellect, and an indomitable will, which was 
bound to overcome all obstacles. He could clearly grasp a subject, and his 
ability to present a subject forcibly and comprehensively to others was sur-
passed by very few men. His magnetic power, and direct presentation of 
subjects, and his strength of will, together with his : keen insight into .. ~the 
minds of pupils, enabled him to rouse the dullest classes to energetic effort. 
When he exerted himself to the full extent of all his native and acquired 
Powers, his influence on a class is said to have been truly marvelous. He 
was, no doubt, one of the ablest teachers in the Northwest. 
It is a difficult thing for me satisfactorily to analyze Mr. Smith's mind and 
character. I 'have intimated that he had great mental power, a comprehen-
sive intellect, and ~ will that impelled him to the exploration of n~w fields of 
knowledge and to great efforts. He was a genial companion and a generous 
· friend. There was hardly anytliing he would not do to aid those to whom he 
had formed strong attachmenl~. 
But our friend Prof. Smith has passed away by a tragic death, "passed 
away like the pride ofthe wave;" gone down to hi~ grave in early manhood, 
summoned, unwarned by wasting sickness and the slow decay of bodily pow-
' ers, into Ute presence of Him to whom the thoughts of all hearts lie revealed. 
Tenderly the people of Sparta bore him to his last resting place. As I moved 
· amopg th~ throng at his funeral, I saw many a genuine tear of sorrow dropped 
ers and the pupils of the ~chools of which he had charge, and these all 
mingled their tears and their sorrows with the bitter tears and sorrows of the 
widowed wife and the orphaned children; and the people of Sparta did more 
than shed their tears and perform the last office; for with a generous impulse 
that does them lasting honor, they removed all incumbrance from the home 
which Mr. Smith had secured for his family and partially paid for. Such an 
act of kindness on the part of the people of Sparta, to a widowed mother and 
to orphaned children, living far away from those bound to them by ties of 
consanguinity, summoned, too, as they suddenly were to anguish and sorrow •• 
should by no means be lost in forgetfulness. 
Prof. Smith moved so long and so conspicuously before the general eye, and 
was so fully identified with the educational affairs of Wisconsin, that he will 
be greatly missed in our educational assemblies.' 
Thus the teachers of our state one by one are passing from mortal scenes 
to enter upon immortal realities, and it behooves us all to be ready for the 
summons that shall call us from our earthly labors to the untried scenes that 
lie beyond our mortal view. B. M. R EYNOLDS. 
Kindergarten Department. 
HOME ATTRACTIONS. 
rs. LOUISE POLLOCK, Washington, D. C. 
'[HE next best thing to livi~g in constant, loving intercourse with ~ature is 
to bring nature within the walls of our houses a smuch as we possibly can 
yes, and to our school-rooms also. For what books are to grown people in the 
matter of furthering their education, pictures are to children, and pictures in the 
nursery or the room where the young child spends -most of his time, being the 
only books he can read, are of more importance in the house thar. the pictures 
and furniture of the drawing room. The very firi;t t):iings that our eyes are . 
attracted to on entering a house are the pictures hanging on the walls. If we 
see nothing but family pictures, we are disappointed, for it indicates a lack of 
culture and expansion of thought. On the conlrary, some lovely landscape, 
some interesting castle of olden time, which the imagination can endow with 
the life that used to bustle in and around it; some Scriptural scenes, cannot 
help pleasing and elevating the soul of every beholder. 
But an ,important question is, what should the pictures be m the various 
rooms of our homes? Let there be some family pictures in each room, the ones 
of those that have departed and occupy the most sacred places in our hearts; let 
us place in our bedrooms, together with other pictures expressing devotion and 
affectionate intercourse, such as children playing around their parents, or wind-
ing flowers, guardian angels watching over them, or other similar subjects. 
The nursery must not have the same pictures year after year, but any pictures 
representing objects of natural history, birds or. animals, must be changed for 
other; of a similar character. 
The dining room need not have hunting scenes, fruit pieces, maps of the 
world, and pictures appealing to the senses only, but some Scriptural scenes, 
calculated to remind us that we do not live on bread alone, should find a place 
here also. . 
The parlor has been spoken of in the first place; some historical picurtes of 
scenes, or people who have lived and died for a noble cause must also find a 
place there, especially if there is no waiting-room or library to recieve visitors. 
The kitchen must have some flower pictures, as it is too hot there for natural 
flowers to grow; a picture of some cool-looking fountain or waterfall is refresh-
ing to the hot and tired cook, who is, in many cases, the wife and mother, of re-
fined taste and patient spirit. No matter if the flies do hover over the fine gauze 
put over the pictures, a few cents will renew it. 
Pictures. are now brought within the reach of every one, and he who prefers 
bare walls must have had a sad and joyless childhood, to make him the sordid 
utilitarian that he is I "Ah, but who wan!S such pictures as that I" exclaims 
some Mr. Proud or Discontent. "Unless I can have fine steel engravings, or 
oil paintings, I would rather have my walls bare I Every poor man can have 
these pictures, so I don't want them." 
· upon his early grave. He was followed to his sepulcher by the Masons, qf 
wliose orderb~ was a member, by a large concourse of ciuzens, by the teach-
• - • I 
Then give them to the poor man, and.help beautify his humble home. Per-
haps your grandfather could not have been made to believe that the finest oil 
painting or steel engraving could ever be reproduced so artistically that he 
could not tell the difference between the copy and the original, and would be 
sold for a sum within the reach of any man of taste and refinement, no matter 
how humble may be his calling. Perhaps Iu would have called it one of the 
greatest blessings this century has brought to us. 
Flowers in pots and in vases in our houses express in another form our love 
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for the beautiful. fhey are the poetry of nature, the strongest proof of our 
Heavenly Father's love for us. Let children early cultivate and care for them, 
make 'presents with them to the members of your family, your friends, to the 
poor, the sick in the hospitals, to the prisoner in his cell. They carry joy and 
gladness whereever they go. Thank God for the flowers. " 
If the season of flowers is passed, small pictures of flowers make a very ac· 
ceptable substitute for presents. 
The gift of song is best expr,essed in its own language. -
Delightful is the gift of song 
By which we give expression 
To tender thoughts, affections strong, 
Enjoyment, or ·depression. 
How much of joy it does impart I 
How soothing are its powers, 
Its strains oft melt the hardest heart, 
Console life's saddest hours. 
Though fair this earth, and rich in joys, 
For every soul that liveth, 
T!le gift of song, had I my choice, 
Should be the last to leave us. 
I mav not think what life would be, 
Without sweet songs to cheer us ! 
Like' Heaven's expanse, it seems to me, 
Where ne'er a star appeareth. 
In palace and in cottage low, 
They share alike this pleasure; 
And in the woods where violets grow, 
Birds sing in livel~ measure. 
In every country, every shore, 
Glad echoes shall prolong 
The praise of God forevermore, 
For his best gift of song. 
Let the children before retiring for the night gather around the piano, or 
where there is none, around the parents, and sing all the songs they know. 
Let the last' one be a Sunday School hymn, in which all can join. The tender, 
elevating association of this hour or half.hour will be felt, and carry its hallow-
ing influence long after the inmates of the 'house are scattered, or have passed 
on to join the angel chorus of celestial melodie~. 
Practical Hints and Exercises. 
CHAPTERS IN SCHOOL ECONOMY. 
I. ORGANIZATION. 
President WM. F. PHELPS, Whitewater, Wis. 
A GOOD BEGINNING. It is a trite maxim that "a work well begun is half , done." This is quite as true of school work as of any other kind of 
industry. If a bad beginning be not a prophecy of a bad ending, it does at 
least seriously embarrass the "subsequent proceedings" in any undertaking 
whatever. Hence, it is best to consider all the conditions of a good begin-
ning. 
2. Youth and imxperimce. One of the greatest misfortunes of our school 
work is that a majority of the teachers employed are young, untrained, and 
inexperienced. They undertake a most difficult and Important task without 
any specific and careful preparation. Just at the time when wisdom and dis-
cretion are needed, they are wanting. Just where forethought and skill are 
demanded, they are likely to be lacking. Just when, through the errors 'and 
miscalculation~ of the earlier efforts, experience begins to be evolved, three 
fourths or four fiifths of those who attempt to teach drop out of the ranks, 
leaving no legacy of wisdom, however meager, to their equally untrained 
successors. 
3, EVil1[ects of such a condition of things. In this manner, the carnival 
of errors goes on from year to year and from generation to generation. Our 
school system lacks organization as a whole. A large proportion of the indi-
:idu.al schools are wanting in the same direction. A faulty organization leads 
mevI~ably to faulty management, faulty discipline, and erroneous methods of 
teachmg. These defects in turn show themselves in the habits and character 
of the pupils Carless . t . . d'fli . 
. ness, ma tentlOn, m I erence, Idleness, and misdirection 
~f the me9tal and moral forces are among the deplorable results of bad teach-
mg and ml~managed schools. And since "the child is father of the man," 
we may easily trace the dis d d' " 
, or ers an cnmes that.occur m society back to 
their real sources in disorderly, mismanaged, and ill-taught schools in the 
hands of inexperienced and untrained teachers. 
4· P,mdammtal importance of organization, The first step toward a good 
school, or a system of schools, is a wise and thorough organization. This is 
indispensable in every great undertaking. What is an army without organi-
zation but an undisciplined mob, unfit for effective operations and liable to be 
scattered to the four winds in the first shock of battle? What branch of busi-
ness can be successfully prosecuted without organization, without a system, a 
well-devised plan? A school is no excep~ion to this inexorable law. Young 
teachers and teachers of every description who would, succeed, must study the 
'principles of school organization, therefore, and learn faithfully to apply them 
at the very beginning of their labors. 
S. Preliminary considerations. But 'before a scbool can be organized, it ' 
must fir.;t be secured or "engaged." Before an engagement is made, the, young 
teacher should carefully consider the question of his own fitness for the work 
in general. Before he secures any particular school, he should seek fully to 
understand its condition as to the convenience of the school-house and 
furnishing; as to the apparatus and other material aids at hand; as to the 
studies pursued; as to its former state of discipline; as to any special difficul-
ties that have previously occurred; as to the spirit of the people; and 
as to the character of the school officers and their disposition to support 
the teacher iri his measures for the instruction and government ' of his' 
pupils. In brief, a young teacher, and indeed every teacher, should care-
fully study the question of his adaptation to the particular position in view 
before engaging it. This is half the battle. "Look before Yl)u leap" is a 
wise maxim in engaging a school, as well as in descending from a height. 
Let not your, anxiety to secure a school over-balance all considerations of 
prudence as to your success in the venture. Many young teachers court failure 
in advance by attempting what is clearly beyond th~ir power to accomplish. 
A smal school in a peaceable, united district is the wiser choice for a teacher f 
whose' power has not been already well tested by actual trial. 
6. Careful preparation. No teacher should seek a position unless con-
scious o( the possession of solid attainments in the branches to be taught, and 
of some of the means, methods, and acquirements requisite to the organization 
and management of a school. Many of the examinations by superintendents 
are altogether too superficial and slip-shod even in respect to the literary " 
attainments of teachers, while the question' of their professi01zal acquirements, 
either through special training, reading, or experience, is scarcely touched. 
No young teacher should be licenced who, in addition to a thorough knowl-
edge of the subjects to be taught, has not carefully read at least one good 'book 
like Page's Theory and Practice, Rosencrantz's Pedagogics, Sheldon's, Man-
ual ofElementaryJ:nstruction, or some others equally valuable. If superin\en. 
dents would specify that one or more of such books should be read previous 
to the examinations, and would make a thorough scrutiny of the candidates in 
order to test their know ledge of the subjects treated by the specified authors, 
the teachers of this country would soon be converted into a grand army of 
professional students, earnestly and honestly seeking to know that 'Which is in-
dispensable to their success. It ought not to be necessary to apply official 
pressu're of this kind. Those who possess the true spirit of the teacher do not 
need it. Such will voluntarily seek those things which make for success. De-
siring service in the public schools they will seek to merit it. 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING. 
THE following fundamental principles of education were presented b,y Su-perintendent Richard at the regular teachers' meeting at Alliance, Ohio, 
and attention called to the fact that they would be recognized in the work 
during the present school year. 
I . Science is knowledge classified with respect to principles. Classifica-
tion should, therefore, be a means of. study in every branch taught in school, 
from the lowest to the highest. Mere fragments of knowledge, or knowledge 
mdependent of its relations, cannot be made the means of mer.tal diScipline, 
and the attempt to teach it will result in disgust and failure. 
2. The memorizing of language, the meaning of which is not understood, 
is a positive injury to the mind. Pupils should be taught to acquire ideas of 
their own, and to express them in their own language. One original thought 
is worth a thousand borrowed or stolen from some one else. 
3' Every new subject or lesson should be introduced with a preparatory 
drill by the teacher, showing just 7ultat is to be dom, and how ft Sllould be 
done. The how should always precede the wlty. The why should naturally 
grow out of the how. 
4. The teacher needs to make special preparation on each subject 'or lesson, 
ta-ught, however simple it may be; and the more primary the pupils; the 
,greater is. this necessity. The work of , each recitation,-each day, needs to 
be laid out carefully with reference to the work of the term and especially with 
reference to its relation~ as suggested in No. I. 
· \ 
218 The Educational Weekly-.' [Number 3"9 
s. Criticism of one another's errors by the pupils is one of the surest and 
safest means of putting them on their guard and arousing the latent energies of 
the mind. 
6. Never do for a pupil what he can, with hints and suggestions, do for 
himself. The pupil will grow mentally no more by what the teacher does for 
him than he will, physically, by seeing his teacher eat certain articles 'of food. 
He must learn, by practice, to work for himself, to solve his own problems, to 
overcome difficulties; to gain control of his own being. Otherwise his educa· 
tion is simply a farce, another name for imbecility and worthlessness. 
7. In all classes let the teacher give questions and subjects for investigation 
and verbal or written report. Let the pupil learn, by actual practice, how and 
where to find the sources of knowledge. 
8. The true order of mind-development is from the knbwn to the unknown, 
from particulars to generals,from facts. experiments and observations to gen· 
erallruths. This is the true Baconian philosophy which underlies the whole 
science of teaching whether in the family, the school-room, the Sunday.school, 
the church, or through the press. In arithmetic, for instance, problems 
should be solved, and the aefinitions, principles, and processes (rules) deduced 
by the pupils. This plan teaches pupils how to study, and how to investigate, 
which is the great purpose of school training. ' 
9. As a corollary from the last, let it he remembered that to know HOW to 
RnO'Ul is more important than to know. 
10. Study can and should be made a matter of positive pleasure, an over-
powering delight, not a thing to be shirked and dreaded; and when this state 
is reached, the questions of truancy and tardiness will give very little trouble 
to the teacher or to the sehool. 
THE CHILDREN'S VACATION LETTERS-A WORD TO PARENTS 
Prof. L. W. HART, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WE received a letter from Willie during his vacation trip, and we saw Allie write a short letter to a friend a hundred miles away. Willie's 
letter was excellent, and little Allie's just as promising as we could expect at 
'her age •. 
All over the country among our numerous readers, the children have been 
writing and receiving vacation letters to absent parents ' and friends, or from 
them, or under their eye while penning them. This opens the whole subject 
of writing letters, essays, articles, as a part of the school-work. 
The parents examine closely the hand·writing of the child's letter, to see 
how much it has changed for better or worse, as a positive hand, during the 
past school year. The improvement ought to be very marked in all respects. 
Next, they notice every misspelled word, one by one, as the letter is pe-
rused, and perhaps find some such which should certainly have been ri~ht, 
because familiarly used, or easy to learn, or regular in formation; yet they are 
mortified to see such blunders in the letters. 
Again, they observe the misuse of capital letters where not allowed, or non-
use where required by all good usage. It strikes the parents' eye strangely 
to see such errors, and it impels the natural question, "Who did sin, this child 
or his teacher, that he makes such strange blunders?" 
Or, next, the whole letter is one solid mass, without an idea of distinct 
paragraphs. Evidently the child does not know in rear use what a verse is, 
- or why printed by Itself; what a paragraph, or why put together as , a cluster 
of cognate thoughts. 
Once more, the parents find it all a mere mess-mingled by chance, as one 
topic or another came up successively. Arrangement is wholly overlooked, as 
if an unknown art to the novice. 
And, last, the parent is compelled to feel that the child has no style yet 
formed, original yet polished; concise yet flowing; vigorous but not slangy; 
and hardly shows the rudiments of a tendency that way, and that, too, at the 
threshold of leaving school-wholly unprepared in this most vital part of edu-
cation-the pow"er to tell what we know, and in good style. 
What then? 
I. Not flare up and flame out at the child, which may have done all it was 
required to do. It is never best to pass sentence before full and fair trial and 
cOl'viction on adequate evidence. 
2. Not necessarily arraign the teacher as the culprit, and belabor him se-
verely. He may have done all that the trustees, or dire,ctors, or the course of 
study demanded-nay, all that it even permitted-for children of that age. 
A credible story is told of a clerk in a French importing house in New 
York. The course of lJusiness one day brought a letter written with great,ele-
gance. One of the clerks admired the hand-writing openly, and a partner of 
the firm heard him express his raptures. The partner asked the clerk, 
"Wo~d ~ou like to write as handsomely?" "Yes, 'sir, I would do or give 
anything 1U my power," was the reply. "Very well, sir, I will put you in the 
road. ~ere is the letter. Take it as your copy. Copy it one hUD<H-ed and 
~ times, doing your beSt every time. Here is paper, and you can take time 
every day. Num~er your copies of it, and by the time you reach the one 
hundred and fiftieth your handwriting will rival it." It proved to be the fact. 
Two things may well be done : 
I. Show the teacher the letters, errors and all-to know whether it is ac-
cording to the m~thods of the school, or directly opposed. 
2. Ask teacher or trustees to take the matter up in the right way, as this _ 
branch of education outweighs any and every other except, perhaps, mathe-
matics, for the real uses of after life. If neither of them will do any such 
thing, make a stir, rouse the neighbors, point out-the evils, secure unanimous 
opinion, and revolutionize the wrong routine. The community will bless you 
as a public benefactor, and the children, above all, will hail you as the re-
former who crushed the Gradgrind,treadmill. 
A FAREWELL FROM SUPERINTENDENT PICKARD. 
WILL the Editor of the WEEKLY give me a nook for a word of FAREWELL TO CHICAGO TEACHERS. 
It shall be a brief summing up of the lessons of the past thirteen years. 
Loyalty. Whatever have been the plans of your leader in the past, whether 
commended by your judgment or not, he has felt sure of intelligent support. 
The burden of failure he has ever been willing to bear, and the credit of suc-
cess he as willingly shares with those through whom alone he could have 
achieved the success. Let the future, as the past, witness loyal support of your 
Superintendent in harmony of purpose and in unity of action. 
Fraternity. You will remember that your trials are not peculiar to your-
selves, but are common in degree, if not in kind, to all of like occupation. 
The sympathy you crave, it will be your delight to extend. Scan with the 
opera-glass, if you will, your fellows, but do not fail to invert the glass when 
a fault comes within the line of vision. Frequently you will be called to re-
cieve a stranger to the place vacated by a friend of years. A hearty welcome 
will warm the stranger's heart toward you and give courage for earnest work. 
Practical sympathy ends in assistance by cheering words and helpful acts. 
Recalling the stranger's feeling you will hold out the friend's hand. 
Individuality. What you are in yourselves is your capital in stlirting. It 
would be unwise to throw this capital aside, however small it may be. Be 
yourselves, emended, improved, enlarged as time passes, but still and ever your-
selves. To act the part of another successfully requires marked talent and 
long training, and then the actor personates a character as conceived by him-
self. The garb of Hamlet does not conceal the personality of Booth, nor do 
the rags of Rip Van Winkle hide Jefferson. Barret, and McWade are none 
the less masters because of different impersonations of the same characters. 
There is no substance in an echo, and nothing but amusement in its fragmentary 
repetitions. 
Growth. Stagnant individuality becomes extremely offensive. One may 
become hardened and dried in original form and thus be nothing better than 
an individual brick. The teacher who is not conscious of power this year of 
which he was ignorant last year can do his best work in penning a resignation. 
The limit of acquaintance with the details of the business part of the work may 
be reached, but the limit of personal power over the inner life of the child is 
not reached until the possibility of improvement on the part of the teacher nol 
longer exists, and your experience will lead you to substitute for the last qualified 
phrase the significant word" Never." Study, narrowed to the topics of instruc-
tion, is not productive of the best growth. Something outside of school work wi! 
engage the efforts of all who merit success. Not accretion, but assimilation 
increases power. Human growth, and, above all, mental growth is from with-
in. Whatever calls the mental powers into exercise, strengthens them and at . 
the same time facilitates their concentration upon the work immediately in 
hand. Seek eminence in one department of study, and you will the more 
surely succeed in the great end of all teaehing, arousing to activity the mind 
of the pupil. 
.Devotion. The meanest employment is ennobled by the spirit of the work-
man. The drudgery of any labor i:> relieved by the purpose of the laborer to 
strive for the attainment of the highest ideal possible to his work. The pri-
vations of winter, the toils of spring, and the heats of summer are forgotten in the 
enjoyment of the garnered harvests. Vagrant affection secures no friends and 
experiences no delight. Centered #ection gives vigor to effort, satisfaction to' 
desire, and rest to wearmess. If circumstances are not suited to your choice, 
suit your choice to circumstances, until the latter can be changed or the 
former gratified. At all events, make the best of all and do your best in all. 
Lose the slave in the devotee. 
Ambition. " Covet earnestly the best gifts." If there are places more d'e-
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sirable than your own, gain them by passing, not by pulling back competitors. 
First deserve the place you seek, and then openly and honorably seek it 
when vacant. No ambition is more laudable than that which concerns itself 
with improving one's condition by self-improvement. No contentment is 
more worthy than that which inspires the doing well of present duty because 
of its bearing upon a better future. Labor onward with an eye upward. Re-
member that there are higher and lower places within the limits of your daily 
work. "Excelsior" IS a motto as pertinent in one room as in a building of many 
rooms. The opportunties for gratifying a noble ambition are far more fre-
quent than are the resignations of those whose positions are most attractive. 
There is no disgrace in failure if it be not too oft repeated, nor chronic in its 
character. There is disgrace in yielding to failure as well as in a stubborn 
determination to perpetuate it. Succeed or surrender. 
Character. Reputation is but a shadow which follows the man who moves 
toward the sun. Pursue reputation as an end and you may be sure of walk. 
in~ into the darkness. Character may be better or worse than reputation. The 
shadow represents only the outward form of the substance. It is of the inner 
life I would speak, and I would commend to you the possession of cool reason, 
calm judgment, unswerving fidelity to truth, resolute purpose to do and to main· 
tain the right, warm sympathy, generous forbearance, willing self· denial, clear 
conscience, and, may I not add, intelJigent trust in God-all of which are 
elements in the composition of a character whi"ch far transcends the best repu-
tation. 
It is a true charater ,which ~ves vigor to loyalty, breadth to ' fraternity, 
strength to individuality, stability to growth, steadiness to devotion, a curb to 
ambition, and value to reputation. 
If your work shall be harmonious and in the interest of the children of 
Chicago, the regretful "Good By" will soon be lost in the continued and in-
creasing esteem of 
Your Sincere Friend, 
CHICAGO, Oct. 8, 1877. 
Notes. 
J. L. PICKARD. 
LITERARy.-AgasSiZ, the master teacher of our age and country, did not live to complete a text-book even in his favorite study-zoOlogy. He 
was to') much interested in the investigation of the wonderful secrets of nature 
to stop to reduce his method to a form adapted to the practical wants of the 
school room. He had no time to make money by making text-books, but the 
spirit that inspired him to undertake that noble enterprise on Pemkese Island 
is bearing frUit in the works of some of the disciples whom he gathered about 
him. Last year Messrs. Jansen, McClurg & Co. of Chicago published "Jor-
dan's Manual of Vertebrates," a book at once so clear, so practical, and so in-
dispensable that its cordill;l and enthusiastic reception by the leading teachers of 
natural history throughout the country was no more than was to be expected. 
The same firm now announces "Whipple's Analysis of Animals," which 
will embody in a brief "key" the main points combined in Agassiz's celebra-
ted "Essay on Classification," elaborated and brought withlO the grasp of the 
ordinary student. By the aid of this "key" the pupil will be enabled to 
write out in the blanks which the work Will contain a complete analytic descrip-
tion of any animal sufficiently full and accurate to serve forits identification.--
Another of the late publications of F. W. HelmiCk, Cincinnati, is the minstrel 
song entitled Old· Uncle Dan, price forty cents.--The N. Y. Semi-Weekly 
. Tribune is one of the best and cheapest papers in the country for the teacher. 
It furnishes an abundance of the best kind of reading, and its notes and news 
are always fresh.--The Eclectic Series of GeograPhies is published in special 
editions for the Northwestern States, with complete map and text for the par-
ticular state in which the books are to be used. The Michigan and Wiscon-
sin editions each contain a large double-page map of the two states with the 
lakes and portions of the states bounding them. The text of the 'Wisconsin 
edition was written by Prof. Robert Glaham, of the State Normal School at 
Oshkosh. The twelve pages devoted to each state furnish a full outline of the 
chief geographical features, and can well be used as 'a basis for an extended 
co~rse of instruction in the history of the state.--We have rarely seen a 
~r~g4ter, more inspiring, or more sensible juvenile publication than the Octo-
~~nU;ber o,f The Monthly Reader, published by John L. Shorey, Boston. 
. . Wflght, professor of Molecular Physics and Chemistry at Yale has 
recently 'made a ne d . d" " 
'. . w an Important Iscovery m elect,roplating. Briefly it 
consists m platmg' the rf f b ' ' su ace 0 su stances With metals, by exposing such sur-
face to the hot vapor of any metal with which it is desired to plate. 
REVIEWS. 
THE KENTUCKY School Lawyer, or a Commentary on the Kentucky School.Laws and the Rules and Regulations of the State Board of Edu-
cation. By Howard A. M. Henderson, A. M., D. D., LL. D. (Frankfort, 
Ky. : Major, Johnston, and Barrett.)-Dr. Henderson, the author of this vol-
ume, has been Superintendent of Public Instruction in the state of Kentucky 
for the last seven years, and has become familiar with the details of the state 
system of education, and the various difficulties and disputes which arise 
among school officers in its administration. It has been his aim in this work 
to give a full exposition of the school law in that state, and to furnish to aU who, 
have any official connection with the common schools, as well as to lawyers and 
others, a vade mecum which will materially aid them in understanding the 
law and in the execution of their official duties. Among teachers in that state 
it must take a place by the side of the Teacher's Hand Book, for it contains a 
full exposition of the teacher's duties and privileges, as well as the duties of 
trustees. 
The book has been prepared and printed without the usual exercise of care 
and taste in a volume of its size, but an early revision will doubtless remedy 
this defect. 
American History for Schools. By G. P. Quackenbos, LL. D. (New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. Chica~o: C. E. Lane, Agt., pp, 305.)-The author has 
profited by the experience of the past ten years. Comparing the work before 
us with the old, improvements are noticeable everywhere; the arrangement is 
more logical, hence more systematic; the style is more concise; the story is 
less encumbered by minor details . These are encouraging signs of progress. 
But why will text-book makers persist in tacking a set of questions on to 
every chapter? Are they not aware of the fact that stereotyped questiolls are ' 
worse than nuisances, and that none but poor teachers ever make use of 
them? The book is profusely illustrated; in fact, too much so. Such illus-
trations as those on pp. 174, 179, 301 might well be omitted. The maps are 
numerous and of a good quality; the paper, type, and binding are above criti-
cism. We venture to say, the book will make friends among teachers and 
stude~ts. 
Titi Livi ab Urbe Condita Libri I., II., XXI. , et XXII. With notes by 
Charles Anthon, LL. D., and Hugh Craig, M. A. (New York: Harper and 
Brothers. Chicago ~ Jansen McClurg & Co. pp 592. Price $1.40.) The 
notes here given on the first and second books, and the first twenty-five 
chapters of the twenty-first book, were prepared by Dr. Anthon before his 
death; the introduction and the notes on the remainder of the twenty-
first book, and the twenty·second book, were prepared by Prof. Hugh Craig, 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, who has carefully carried out the plan and 
spirit of Dr. Anthon in the notes written by him. The appearance of this last 
volume in the extensive series prepared by Dr. Anthon during his lifetime will 
gratify a very large number of teachers who have become attached to their 
favorite editor as to an author. While there are also many who do not approve 
of Dr. Anthon's notes as aids to the student who is under tuition, it cannot be 
denied that he contributed more than any other man in this country to the 
popular and extensive reading of the ancimt Greek and Roman writers in the 
original text. It was his full commentarr which has saved many a hesitating 
student from becoming wholly discouraged and forever abandoning the study 
of ancient classics; and it is the same lulness of his notes which has inspired 
many II. student to go on to a deeper and more critical study. These last notes • 
too, seem to have been some of his best, and can hardly be objected to on the 
same ground as certain others; the translatiol\s given are more accurate 
than usual. 
PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
ELEVENTH A1lnual Catalogue of the Wisconsin State Normal School, at Platteville, for the_academiC year 1876-7, Edwm A. Charlton, A. M., 
President. 
Annual Report of the School Committu of the city of. New Bedford, together 
with the Superintendent's Annual Report, for the year 1876. Henry F. Har. 
rington, Superintendent of Schools. 
Final Announcement of the Woodruff Scientific Expeditio1l Around the 
World. James O. Woodruff, Director; Daniel Macauley, Secretary; W. L. 
B. Jenney, Chicago Agent. 
The Teacher's Improved Class-Book, designed for classes of twenty pupils 
for fifteen weeks. Author not stated. Publishers, Ginn & Heath, Boston, 
and Alfred L. Sewell, Chicago, Ill., 18n. 
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Minnesota. 
THE Chaska independent school district has purchased the Moravian school house-consideration, $1,5°o.--The opening of Carleton Col· 
lege exceeded the most sanguine expectations of its fri~nds as to the number 
of puptls who presented themselves . . Later, the number will increase.--
The names of ninety-seven students have been enrolled on the books of the 
Minnesota Academy. More than half of those attending the school have 
come from other places. Twenty-four more desks have been ordered for the 
study room, and another teacher will be employed. The foundation for a 
music hall, sixteen by twenty feet, has already been laid on the knoll east of 
thl! chapel.--· Prest. Folwell estimates the attendance at the University tbis 
term at 230. Students are in attendance from Dartmouth College, Michigan, 
Harvard, and Oberlin universities.--Two first class schools in addition to 
the public sch()()ls are educational advantages that will attract, to Owatonna, 
persons of refinement and culture who are seeking new homes. 
"You are getting to be as prim and opinionated as a schoolmarm." 
This is ~e openin.1Z sentenc.e of an article in a late paper. The article it-
self, desplt~ the gnm assertIOn, shows the author to be in deep and lively 
sympathy Wtth the teacher, for although he admits there is much truth in the 
charge, he lays the entire blame at the door of society generally. 
Now, while we are perfectly willing that society should shoulder a large 
share of the responsibility, we do not think we are traitor to our profession 
when we take the larger silare to ourselves. In the first place, we wince some-
what but cannot su how we are to deny the charge. We see the primness 
plainly enough in each other, and with a lIltle shifting of the glass, by dint of 
honesty and courage, we can see it in our very self. 
Now why ar~ we so prim and opinionated? And just here, allow the ob-
servation-that the "schoolmarm" is only a general term for the profession; 
:it by no means excludes the other sex. We are prim because our position 
makes us so. Are we not practically rulers of kingdoms? Is not our word 
law? 
The tronble is, we forget to lay aside our princely robes in our intercourse 
with equal.; and superiors. It grows a habit with us, and it is as difficult for 
us to be just ljke other people as it is for a minister, a sailor, or a farmer. 
Unpalatable as it may seem, the opinionative trait clashes th.e most in society; 
rubs hard against many a head and brings the profession into bad repute. 
Where, then, is the remedy for the well· nigh inevitable? It can only be 
suggested, whether practical-depends. We are not all alike prim; thereare 
as many degrees as there are dispositions and circumstances. A way from 
home; of retiring habit; seldom coming in contact with equal minds not run 
in the groove of teaching; shut up to one's own thoul!'ht, it is not strange that 
the adjectives arc eru ned. Among the friends of youth, blessed with light 
spirits and lively sympathies, one has all the chances in favor of being a living 
refutation of the charge, and yet, unconsciously but sure.y, "teacher" is 
stamped on face, figure, and speech. 
For remedy I recommend:-
Physically-That exercise be taken, not merely as exercise, but taken so . 
clally if possible. A good play at ball, a lively game at croquet, or an h9ur'S 
row on the river, would be considered palatable and effective. Not every 
day, but often enough for one to feel the blood circulate, to know one is not 
growing old prematurely. 
Intellectually-Read a good, juicy book once a month; not a vapid, senti-
mental one, but one that has fresh thought and healthy ideas of human life 
and action. Take occasional nibbles at science, philosophy, and poetry, if 
they1ie outside the daily routine .of study. . 
Socially-Make the most of fnends and· acquamtances. We need .all we 
can get-some to rest us by their pleasant chat; others. to draw us out of. our-
selves into benevolence of thought and deed; some to spur us on to htgh~r 
planes of intellectual activity, others to keep us humble and help us to culu- . 
vale a teachable spirit. 
Do not "talk school" all the time, even with parents, when not met for that 
special purpose. Courteously satisfy their interest or anxiety and then endeavor 
to dwell on themes that afford rest or enjoyment. Make calls; yea, even 
fashionable calls! Allow no petrified fogy to hold up hands of holy horror 
at a teacher's making calls. You may have time but for few-make those 
few . . 
Morally-We owe it to oursrlvu to be healthy, joyous, kind-hearted, large-
minded. It is a duty we owe to our friends and society generally to be cour-
teous and deferential to their opinions, in honor preferring them. Let us have 
faith in humanity, and not add to our already heavy burdens the task of in· 
forming society at large on all subjects. At least l:"ive it the benefit of a doubt. 
Believe not that "ye are the people and wisdom will die with you." Be men 
and women, not teaching machines. Without dissipation, without a giddy sur· 
render to a butterfly life, take life's happiness in large draughts. 
So shall we be learned without egotism; having opinions without opiniona-
tiveness, being dignified without pnmness, and altogether we shall be the 
most refreshing, delightful, and lovable class of society. A. A. 
Iowa. 
NEARLY seventy· five normal institutes have been held in this state during the last three months. The attendance has been better than any previ-
ous year, and the degree of interest in the exercises evinced by teachers and 
the general public has been extremely gratifying to the friends of the system. 
Speaking of the teachers who have attended, an exchange says : "That these 
persons-men and w<;>men-should be willing t<;> devote ~~n~ecut~ve weeks of 
continuous study, reView, demonstration, analYSIS, and cntlclsm, m the work 
of preparation for the institute and throughout its sessions, without compen· 
sation and simply for the sake of" perfecting themsel.ves in the methods ~nd 
work of instruction, in itself furnishes no small occasIOn for congratulatIOn. 
The friends of our public school system certainly have reason to be proud of 
that ~sprit du corps which has been, and is now being, so unquestionably 
manifested by the teachers of Iowa. The resulting ~nfluences . upon .all our 
schools cannot fail to be in the highest dejZTee benefiCial. It Will be mc:~­
ingly seen and felt, by teachers an~ pupi!s, that the work .of the normal mstl· 
tute is in every case followed by nch frUit, and such as Will amply reward the 
faithful instructor, and will be a cominuous incitement to noble endeavor b.y 
the earnest student."--The teachers of the Mahaska County Normal Ins\:t· 
tute adopted the followmg resolution: "We protest against the law delega-
ting the choice of normal instructors to the county and State Supts., and be· 
lieve that the teachers of each county should have a voice in this, through a 
committee, elected by them the previous year."--T~e Oskaloosa H~ra~d 
says: " J. W. Johnson, our ~uperim~n~ellt of schools, IS one of the best m 
any county, in any state. HI.s heart.. m ~he work, not the pal' and ~e never 
ceases to apply himself steadll.y to hiS bUSlllesS, a~d to the dulles o~ hiS office. 
Everything is in neat systematic order, and every mterest under hiS care reo 
ceives the most careful considc:ration. He should be continued a life·time." 
This is correct. There is no gain in displaci.nl:" a good man, under any cir-
cumstances. Iowa has a great many good superintendents, and foremost 
among them is Supt. Johnson, of Mahaska.--Prof. J. J. Mapel, superinten. 
dent of the McGiegor public schools, is doing good work, as his report for 
the last school year clearly shows.--Clinton paid her teachers $14,680 lor 
the last school year. The cost of tuition per scholar was $13.09, on a basis of 
the average enrollment, and '13.83 on average daily attendance. Supt. Sa-
bin says m his report: "I cannot deny that our schools are expensive; 
whether they cost more than they arc worth to the community is another ques-
tion. I think there is no city in the state with as large a school population as 
Clinton, and having as efficient schools, which can show a lower rate of tui· 
tion."--Prof. James McNaughton is superintendent of the Cedar Falls pub. 
lic schools.--Miss Lou M. Hopwood has a new lecture entitled "The Starry 
Way." She may be addressed at Vinton, Iowa.--Mr. A. W. Weir; princi .. 
pal of the Kellogg schools last year, goes to RockweLl.--Hon. C. W. 
Slagle says he has never had auy intention or desire to become permanent 
president of the University. He accepted the position until the Regents could 
. look around and get a man to their liking. And he says : "If I can perform 
reasonably well the duties devolved upon me here, and keep the institution in 
fair running order until it can be turned over to some good man, I shall have 
the full measure of my desire in the premises."--Marshalltown and Oska. 
loosa employ twenty· one teachers each.--The Iowa Normal School has 
about 170 teachers in attendance.--The Lyons school authorities have 
:!:dopted a ne~ course of study, conforming to the plan of the State Associa-
\:ton of Supenntendents and PrincipaL~, whert:by it is designed to make the 
course. of stuuy in .the ~aded schools unifonn throul:"hout the state. One of 
the objects thus gamed IS to enable pupils to fit themselves for direct entrance 
in.to ~he State University without taking a preparatory course at the latter in. 
stttutlOn. 
Michigan. 
THE collegiate year of the State University opened on the 24th of Sep. tember. Up to the 27th, 179 applicants for admission to the freshman 
class bad been presented, and 140 received. The number of entries in the 
Law and Medical . depa~ments is greater than at the same date Inst year. Pro~. Langley's chair havmg beeu ~anged, he will devote himself o:xclusiv~ly 
to his department of general chemIStry. Prof. Wead, a graduate of the Uni-
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versity of Vermont, and who has been studying in Germany, takes the chair 
of phy..sics as assistant professor. Miss Lou M. Reed has been appointed 
assistant in the microscopical department, D. J. Higby in the Chemical Labora· 
tory, H. B. Parsons and H. Stecher assistants in the museum of Natural His· 
tory. The School of Mines will be continued, notwithstanding the legisla-
ture refuse!i any appropriations. The new physiological laboratory will be 
under the charge of Prof. Stowell. Judge Huntington has rendered a decis· 
ion in the laboratory defalcation matter unsatisfactory to both -parties, as it 
divides the responsibility, or the crime, whatever it is, between Drs. Rose and 
Douglas, though Rose is held to be accountable for the larger sum.--The 
State Normal School opened on Sept. 18, with over a hundred new students 
and with every prospect of a successful year's work. About two dozen 
graduates of the high schools of the state have entered the "diploma class." 
The contractors have nearly completed the stone .foundations for the new 
normal school building, which is to be enclosed by Dec. I, and ready for oc· 
cupancy by the upening of the next year. --Olivet College opened Sept. 
13, with a large attendance. The Palmer Museum has been .:ompleted dur-
ing the summer vacation. The college has purchased ex-President Morrison's 
house for the use of the president. Miss Alice F. Goodman, a lady of much 
culture and· experience , comes lrom Franklin, N. H ., as principal of the la-
dies' department. Prof. Howard resumes charge of the department of mu-
sic.--The Sturgis public schools give Monday instead of Saturday as a 
weekly holiday, so the girls can help their mothers do the family washing, it 
is said. The boys find their shot-guns and their velocipedes go just as well 
as on Saturdays.--There were state institutes held at Bronson and at ·Al-
pena, beginning ~ept. 24; Mr. and Mrs. Ford at Bronson, and Profs. Trues-
del and Curbin at Alpena. Profs. Estabrook an~ Truesdel held a state in-
stitute at Saline, begillning Oct. I.--Supl. Tarbell has rented a house and 
will now reside at Lansing.--Mr. A. L. · Deuel has taken charge of the 
school at Mount Pleasant, Isabella county.--Mr. A. J . Curran, of the last 
Normal class, takes charge of the school at Mackinaw.-· -Mr. Jerome Travis, 
recently appointed principal, has opened his school at Hudson, East Side.--
Mr. Geo. W. Davis and Miss Mary Allen, both graduates of the Normal 
School, are teaching at Benton-l-Iarbor, as principal and preceptress ·respective-
ly.--T. C. Williams is principal of the school at Napoleon, JaCkson county. 
Wisconsin .. 
BUT a short time since, we had the privilege of spending ?- day at the White-water State Nurmal School. It seems to be filled tu liS utmost capacity. The school indicates unmistakably that there is an organiz,,' at its head. The 
recitation work was thurough, and seemed to be elllered into with a relish by 
all concerned. But what interested us most was that what some call" the 
purely normal work" is being emphasized. We were rem!nded on every hand, 
that we were in a normal school. Teachers are bemg tramed tu know wltat to 
do a1ld how to do it. They are being trained not Only to Imow, but to do. A 
large amount o~ practice-teaching is requi.red fr~l~l the stude illS, under t~e im-
mt!uiate superVISIOn of a thoroughly effiCient crlUC. But they are prevIOusly 
trained so as to take up this practice-work intelligently.. The faculty is strong 
in all its parts, and we confidently look for most excellel~t res~llts from the 
course now pursued.- · - The September number of the Wlsconsm 70urnalof 
Education cvntains an editorial on " The Three Essentials," which is filled 
thronghout with truth and good sense. The three essentials named are read-
ing, writing, anJ ciphering - the three R's.--Prof. Graham was the re-
cipient 01 a beautiful silver pitcher and a pair of goblets, and other . equally 
marked tokens of esteem, by the members of the Manitowoc Institute. -- C. 
J. Collier has been re-nomi.nated for COUl~ty Supt. ?f Jeffe~on County. His 
nomination is regarded eqUivalent to electIOn, and IS a merited acknowledge-
ment of his efficit!nt services for the past two years.--Pror. Feuling, of the 
chair 01 Modern Languages andComparative Philology, at the Slate University, 
has been suffering from a partial stroke of paralYSIS. --The first school in 
Racine was opened by Mr. Bradley, in the winter of 1836-7.-- Never before 
has the River Falls Normal School been as prosperous, numerically, as it is the 
present term.--~ mopt interesting rep?rt is that of a Citizen's Commlltee of the 
Sixth Ward of M~waukee, on the subject of school-grounds. Among other 
things, the committee says:" It may not be flattering to our vanity, but it will 
doubtless be wholesome for us to confess, to ourselves at least, that our school 
grou'nds, If not a positive disgrace, come far short of reflecting credit upon our-
selves and upon the. age in which we live."-- Prof. St. John gives marked 
satisfaction as principal of the Mayville schools.--Hon. Edward Searing, 
the present Superintendent of Public J nstruction, has been re-nominated for that 
position by the Democratic party. - He is undoubtedly one of the ablest super-
intendents in the Union. . 
Ohio. 
TH E result of the consolidation of the Ohio Wesleyan University and Ohio Wesleyan Female College has been a largely increased number in attend-
ance. .The dep~rtl!lent of Music is in charge of Prof. Presser, who has the 
re~ut~tton of bemg a thorough and enthusiastic teacher. The department of Pal~tmg ~nd Dra:-ving is in charge of Miss D. Graham, who has had long ex. 
penence m teachmg th~se branches. The studio is furnished with sky.-lights, 
cas~ and mo.dels, and IS well adapted to the work for which it was designed. 
ThiS Ulllversily h~ an able faculty; each member is an earnest and experi-
enced teacher in his spe.ciaity. President C. H. Payne has already gained the 
confidence of the trustees of the University. W. G. Williams, Professor of 
Greek, has no superior in his department in the whole country. He is, besides, 
one of the ablest institute men in our state. This gives him a strong hold up-
on the young men and women of the state who are looking forward to the 
profession of teaching. Prof. Williams is justly regarded as an able and sin-
cere friend of the public schools. He is not one of the denominational college 
men who believe that the success of a college depends upon the overthrow of the 
pnbhc high schools. No college in the West throws stronger guards aroun<;l 
her students for the preservation of their morals, and gives a higher ideal of 
Christian culture than the Ohio Wesleyan University. This instintion is located 
at Delaware, Ohio, and has now in attendance over five hundred students.--
The Annual Report of the Ilublic Schools of HamHton, Ohio, for the year 
ending Aug. 3I, 1877, has been received. The report of Supt. Alston Ellis 
shows an enrollment during the year of 1,762 pupils. The cost of tuition per 
capita on daily attendance was $15.10. The average salaries of primary 
teachers was $501.45; Grammar school, $656.29; and teachers of High School, 
$833.43. The number of school buildings is five, which contain in all about 
twenty-nine rooms. Sup!. Eilts discusses at length the instruction given in the 
schools, the examinations, or work of the superintendent, school government, 
the German English department, colored and bigh schools, drawing and music, 
teachers' salaries, and other subjects connected with the schools of the city. 
The report is an excellent one, and contains much that is valuable to teacher. 
everywhere. Supt. Ellis has done a good work in Hamilton, and will, no doubt, 
achieve greater success for the year upon which the schools have entered.--
Mr. George H. Twiss, who is at the head of the Metric Bureau of Ohio, is' 
making large sales of apparatus. This shows a disposition on the part <if the 
teachers of Ohio to make their pupils acquainted with the system. In the 
schools of Columbus, the pupils are required to make all their measurements in 
drawing by the metric system.--The Central Ohio Teachers' Associatipn 
holds its next meeting October 26 and 27 at Chillicothe. A very large attend-
ance and profitable tune are expected. 
Nebraska. 
THE public schools of Lincoln, district N~. I, Lancaster county, started on a new scholastic year Wedne,day, September 5, with an enrollment of 62 pu· 
pils, a larger number than at the beginning of any previous year. Prof. W. W. 
W. J ones, the superintendent, is assisted by fifteen teachers in the different 
grades . . The total enrollment for the past year was 1,174, about 72 per cent 
of the enumeration for the district. The average attendance for the same 
year was 90.7 per cent of the average number helonging. According to the 
last school census, taken April 2, 11377, the total number uf children of school 
age in the district was 1,648. In 1867 the capital of Nt!braska. was located 
and the place' called Lincoln; the same year the first school in Lincoln was 
organized with an average attendance of 35 scholars. From this small be-
ginning of a single school with 35 pupils, the growth has been so rapid that 
in tht' last annual report the school property of the district, was valued at $60-
000; and the total expenditures for the school year amounted to $21,852.96. 
The majority of the people of Lancaster county have an earnest desire for the 
establishment of good schools, and manifest considerable interest in educa-
tional malters. Quite a number of the districts have instructed their directors 
to hire no teacher who cannot obtain a second grade certificate', the third being 
the lowest granted. Still the best results can not · be expected until the coun-
try is more thoroughly settled, and the people in better circumstances finan-
cially, so that such wages may be paid as will secure good teachers. An 
effort has been made in thiS county, as well . as in other parts of the state, to 
induce teachers to fit themselves more thoroughly for the profession. During 
the summer vacation, a normal class was taught by Prof. Jones of the Lincoln 
schools, assisted by ex-State Superintendent J . M. McKenzie, ):lavi'ng an atten-
dance of over sixty teachers. One or more county institutes will be held during 
~~~ * 
Indiana. 
THE State Archreological Association held a sesssion recently at Indianapolis, at which a resolution was adopted empowering the Vice Presidents of the 
various districts to appoint a competent person in each county to plat and marlt' 
out as many of the more important earth-works as possible, and also approving 
the formation of local associations. Prof. Cox, who presided, announced tha~ 
an important associatio}1 of scientific men, known as the "International Co?-
gress of Prehistoric Americanistes," would hold its next bienmal meetmg m 
Indianapolis. Joseph Moore, President of Earlham College, Richmond, ~as 
elected President. An interesting disct:.3sion arose concerning the Indian 
mounds in Henry and Randolph countIes, Prof. Huugh speaking at some 
length of the earth-works near New Castle and Winchester, part of which had, 
however, been destroyed, as the inhabitants about them took no pride in pre-
serving them. He read from the conversation of Little Turtle, the last chief 
of the Miami tribe, with Gen. Wayne, in which tlte chief said that olle. of the 
mounds then in existence had been made by himsel/, and the concluslou'was 
drawn that all these elevations had been nothing else than Indian dwellings. 
Prof. Cox thought no reliance could be put upon the words put into Little 
Turtle's mouth by .. the interpreter. .Mr. Dillon thought tlie Turtle'S statement 
substantially correct. Dr. Brown would give no opinion-more facts were· 
needed upon which to base conclusi~ns. Mr. Hough said. he had two distinct 
, 
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proofs of mounds being built by Indians-one in Kansas and the other in 
Oregon-and this at no remote date. There was not enough taught in our 
schools about the Indian tribes who have lived in this state. Many children 
had the idea there were no Indians anywhere but in New England and New 
York. It migbt be news to many persons to learn that Indian tribes still exist 
in Wabash and Grant counties. He had talked with their chief, Me·shin.go· 
mesia, and for the last two years had been trying to discover all he could in 
regard to the tribes formerly occupying this state. 
Illinois. 
I 
THE Southern Illinois Normal University has opened with an increased at-tendance of better preparei students. Its higher classes have been 
enlarged very considerably. In both the departments-Normal and Prepara. 
tory-the second week shows 181 enrolled. The cl a.~s to graduate count 19. 
All of these may not succeed, as a few, who have been compelled to support 
themselves by teaching, are somewhat irregular in thier course, and have large 
burdens of study to carry. The grades of examinations were at least twenty 
per cent higher than at either of the other years . This advance is particularly 
noticeable in the orthographical line, to which the school has been obliged 
to devote a portion of its early energies'. The grammatical papers are largely 
better and the teachers think they discover a long stride in improvement 
in speaking English correctly. Two features heretofore emphasized 
only slightly have been permanently established-an English Literature 
course of one entire year and the Principal's lectures on pedagogical methods 
to the two higher classes. The steam will be ready to heat tbe whole build· 
ing by the 1st of October, and will, it is hoped, be a decided advance, both in 
comfort and cleanliness. The work appears to be done in fine style by John 
Davis & Co., Chicago. Everybody is pleased with the promise of better times 
t.> come; The school is certainly a pCJwer and is growing in favor among the 
people. 
Supt. Smith, of Clay county, sends me the following items: The graded 
school principals of that county are: W. F. Scott, Xenia; John T. Hall, Flora; 
John S. McMackin, Louisville; R. Cope, Bible Groove; S. Hastings. In· 
graham; George H Page, Clay City. The Clay county Teachers' Associa-
tion will meet in the Flora school-house on Saturday, October 20. The follow-
ing pr.ogra~me of exercises will be . presented : Arithmetic, by Supt. Smith, 
a~d dls~usslon of same by the Institute; Grammar, by Prof. Scott, of Xenia; 
DISCUSSion-How shall we keep up an interest in schools? opened by 
Pr?f. Hall, of Fl~ra.. Will other superint endents imitate Supt. Smith in 
thiS matt~r ~f sending Items? I desire to make a complete list of the graded-
school prinCipals, and to have this department as fulPof news as possible. 
"The ~uda school is ahead once more, recei'{ing' the blue ribbon on the 
gene~1 display and letter writing, in tht' exhibit at the fair. This is an event 
of whl~h our schdol and citizens may well feel proud. We think they ought 
to be gIven ~r~e h~ty cheers. If we are not as large as Princeton, and 
o~ school buJldl~ IS not so showy and large as in other places, we rank as 
high as any 0[, them. "Stick a pin thar." Again we say, three cheers for the 
Buda s,:hool. -:Bureau County Republican. . 
We gIve considerable space to the following description of the Educational 
Department of the Bureau County Fair. The article is taken from tht: Bu-
reau County Tribune. 
"The prime mover?f the enterprise was our wide.awake county superin-
t~nde~t, Mr. Jacob Miller. The society, falling in with the idea, appointed 
~Im with ~essrs . Boltwood and . Paddock a committee to arrange a premium 
hst. The hst was announced last December, but for some time no steps were 
taken by the schools to prepare exhibits. The work was a new one and the 
sc.ho~ls not unde.rstanding. had the feeling that they could not do anything. 
Finding that beSides secunng the offer of premiums he must secure the pre-
sen~tion of exhibits! Mr. Miller set about the work of encouraging and di-
recting the teachers In preparing the work, and to his untiring devotion and 
willing . self-sacrifice is due the chief credit for the excellent exhibit pre-
sented. . 
"The exhibit was arranged in the east half of the main hall and made the 
most prominent showing in the room. Across the top was thrown an arch 
inscribed 'Universal Education.' The keystone of the arch was 'Our Public 
schools,' which are the strength and support of universal education. The two 
sides below the arch were literally crowded with school work and school ex-
hibits. On the south side were beautifully drawn maps by pupils from the 
Princeton Union Schools. Takmg into consideration their average age of 
teii years, the work seemed almost incredible. Commendations were con-
stantly expressed by the pressing throng, outside of the railing enclosing the 
exibit. To Mr. Snow, the superintendent, is due exeeedingly great honor in 
the work that was exhibited, and to his school was awarded the premium for 
the best exhibit of maps-and to Minnie N ebon, one of his pupils, the highest 
individual prize. To these schools likewise was awarded the premium for 
the best penmanship, and to Tessa Cohen as the best writer. 
"In front of the exhibit of Mr. Snow, and neatly arranged on a table, lay 
a physic.'ll map of the United States, which was furnished our county super-
intendent for this especial exhibit, by the Excelsior School Furniture Manufac-
turing Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio. These geographic models attracted much 
attention, and were highly spoken of by educators. They were made of 
malleable iron, and each state and territory separate. A diploma was awarded 
to the manufacturers of this map. To the west of the table upon which this 
map lay, was a table filled with the work from the Princeton High School. 
These examination papers as well as the maps drawn, were neatly bound, and 
fOIIlled a number of well bound books. The contents of each bf these were 
exceedingly creditable to our excellent High School, and spoke eloquently of 
the labors of its principal, Prof. H. L . Boltwood. ' 
"On the west half of the north wall was the exhibit of the Buda Graded School. 
This was large, varied, and full. The taxidermist here showed his handiwork. 
The collection of animals was large and well selected. The alcoholic speci-
mens attracted much attention. Geology even was not forgotten . . Map draw-
ing was represented in an exceedingly novel manner. The work had been 
done on the blackboard with name and age of every pupil and time consumed 
in drawing, written to each map, and then a photograph was taken of each. 
one, by our well·known photographer, W. H . Immke, and these were then 
neatly arranged and framed. The drawing was finely executed and showed 
great skill and ability in the pupils. The examination papers, like those of 
the Princeton High School, were neatly bound, and exhibited thorough, care-
ful, and efficient work. The patrons of the school should congratulate themselves 
on having se.cured the services of so eminent, so thorough, and so persevering a 
superintendent as is Mr. Wilkinson. To this school was awarded the premi-
um for the best general exhibit, also the premium for the best letter writing. 
"The exhibit from the Walnut Graded School, prepared under the directions 
of Mr. G. P. Peddicord, as principal, was neatly arranged in two separate 
portfolios. The work showed care and thoroughness, both on the part of 
the pupils and teacher. The maps were finely executed, taking into consider-
ation the time consumed by each pupil. To Mr. Peddicord was awarded the 
premium for the best arranged programme." . 
.We are obliged to omit II considerable portion of the article, but the un-
graded schools were well represented, and the work is said to have been 
excellent in character, and some of it unique in design. The article concludes 
as follows : 
"The exhibit, taking it all in all, was a grand success, a fact fully attested 
by the unprecedentedly large attendance on 'school day,' and to this incon-
trovertible evidence of its popularity we should like to call the attention of 
the officers of our a"oricultural society." 
Iroquois county allows the superintendent to put in one hundred days here-
after, also Whiteside county. 
Publishers' Notes. 
PRICE of the WEEKLY to all subscn'beys ttll Jan. I, I878, 40 cents. 
-Sample copies of The Song Sh~af and Happy Hotlrs are in great demand. 
See the advertisement of Taintor Brothers, Merrill & Co. 
_ Teachers contemplating the purchase of philosophical app~ratus s~ould 
send to E. S. Ritchie & Sons, Boston, or to N. H . Edgerton, PhIiadelI?hla! for 
their illustrated catalogues. The aIr pump manufactured by E. S. Ritchie & 
Sons is unquestionably the best to be obtained in this country. 
-John Wiley & Sons are advertising in the WEEKL~ a stan~ard series of 
text.books for higher schools and colleges. Read their advertisements from 
week to week. • 
. -Back numbers of the WEEKLY, from one to twenty inclusive, will J>e 
fumished for five cents each. All published since No. 20, ten cents each. If 
notice is sent us of a missing number immediately on receipt of the nt!xt num-
ber, we will re·mail itfree. Always give thenum6erof the pllper,not the date. 
-County superintendents in Illinois and Iowa, and one or two in Kansas 
and California, seem to rival each other in the number of new subscribers they 
can procure for the WEEKLY. We notice that such are the most popular at 
home. 
-We have a few of the Regents' Questions, in pamphlet form, twenty-fi~e 
cents each, which we will mail to those first ordering. Subjects-Arithmetic, 
Geography, Spelling and Penmanship, each separate. 
-Maynard & Noyes' ink is one of the oldest and best of Boston notions. 
The West acknowledges that. 
-Teachers who wish to subscribe for the WEEKLY in ciubs should do so at 
once, as we shall revise our. clubbing rates January I. The especially low 
rates now offered will not continue beyond that date. 
-Let all who would like to have the first number of THE PRACl'ICAL 
TEACHER sent them for examination with a view to subscribing, send their 
names at -once to the publishers. The first number will be mailed free, and 
if a subscription is ordered it will begin with the volume, November, 1877. 
I am much pleased with the WEEKLY, and think it shotJId be in the hands 
of every leacher.-John E. Corrigan, Cedarburg, Wis. 
I am very much pleased and gratified with the WEEKLY, and congratulate 
you on its success.-Prof. H. B. Buckham, Buffalo, N. Y. 
I shall not tpink of doing without it.-J. P. Kernohan, Galesburg, Mich. 
.THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY comes to our desk well laden with good 
things for the teacb~r, t ill! patron, or the student. It is ' becoming a leading 
journal (If the United Sl.lles.-Inter-state Normal Montllly. 
THE WEEKLY is well liked by aU our teachers who are subscribers.-Prin. 
Lewis Funk, Bay View, Wis. 
It seems to be growing better every week.-F. T. Oldt, Lanark, Ill. 
